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School-based services transportation coverage

changes

Covered transportation

For dates of service on and after July 1, 1999,
Wisconsin Medicaid will cover school-based
services (SBS) trangportation as described in the
Hedlth Care FinancingAdministration’s
(HCFA’s) Medicaid and School Health
Technical Assistance Guide. A letter from
HCFA summarizesthis policy change. The
followingisan excerpt fromthat | etter:

is Update

published in July
1999 as Update
99-42. We are
reissuing the
Update for your
information.

was originally

“The (Medicaid and School Hedlth
Technical Assistance) Guideindicatesthat
transportation to and from school may be
claimed asaMedicaid service when the
child receivesamedical servicein school
on aparticular day and when
transportationisspecifically listedinthe
Individual Education Program (IEP) asa
required service.

“Itisour understanding that an 1EP should
includeonly specialized servicesthat a
childwould not otherwisereceiveinthe
course of attending school. Therefore,
HCFA would liketo clarify that achild
with specid education needsunder
Individua swith DisabilitiesEducationAct
(IDEA) who rides the regular school bus
to school with theother non-disabled
childreninhis’her neighborhood should
not havetrangportation listed in his/her

| EP and the cost of that busride should
not bebilledto Medicaid.

“If achildrequirestransportationina
vehicle adapted to serve the needs of
thedisabled, including aspecialy
adapted school bus, that transportation
may bebilledtoMedicaid if theneed for
that specialized transportationis
identifiedinthelEP. Inaddition, if achild
resides in an area that does not have
school bustransportation (such asthose
areasin close proximity to aschool) but
has amedical need for transportation
that isnoted in the | EP, that
trangportation may adso bebilledto
Medicaid. Asdways, transportation
from the school to aprovider inthe
community alsomay bebilledto
Medicaid.

“When astate claimsfederal financia
participation (FFP) [federal matching
dollars] under theMedicaid program for
trangportation servicesasmedical
assistance under an approved
reimbursement rate, the requirements
for documentation of each service must
be maintained for purposes of an audit
trail. Thisusually takestheform of atrip
log maintained by the provider of the
Specialized transportation service...

Department of Health and Family Services



“FFPfor |IEP-rdated transportation
serviceswill only beavailablefor
servicesprovided on or after July 1,
1999, asspecifiedinthisletter.”

Required documentation

Asindicatedin previousWisconsn Medicaid
publications, SBSprovidersarerequiredto have
asystem in placeto verify that the child wasin
school receiving another M edicaid-covered
SBS service on the same day that SBS
transportation serviceswere provided.

Medicaid-certified SBSprovidershill for each
child’ sactua milestraveled (e.g., whileridingin
an adapted school bus, van, or car to
accommodate adisabling condition and/or
medical need). Thisincludesthemilesthe
vehicletravelsfrom its storage site (e.g., bus
barn) to and from the child’ shomewhile not
carryingthechild.

School-based services providers may use the
child’ sactual milestraveled to convert the
number of milestraveled to billableunits(e.g., 1
mile = 1 unit). Providers may thereafter use
that number of units(miles) for that child on
each day the child receives another Medicaid-
covered SBS service. Providers must document
thisnumber of units (miles) inthechild’ srecord
each day the child receives another Medicaid-
covered SBS service.

Refer to Wisconsin Medicaid Update 98-13
for themileage situationsthat Wisconsin
Medicaid coverswhen transporting multiple
children receiving another M edicaid-covered
SBS service on that same day.

If you have questions about thispolicy change,
cal Provider Servicesat (800) 947-9627 or
(608) 221-9883.

The Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare
Update is the first source of program policy and
billing information for providers.

Although the Update refers to Medicaid
recipients, al information appliesto BadgerCare
recipients also.

Wisconsin Medicaid and BadgerCare are
administered by the Division of Hedlth Care
Financing, Wisconsin Department of Health and
Family Services, PO. Box 309, Madison, W1 53701-
0309.

For questions, call Provider Servicesat
(800) 947-9627 or (608) 221-9883 or visit our Web
site at www.dhfs.state.wi.us/medicaid/.
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